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Lawyer: Shooting accounts ditfer

E A man wounded by
a lawman in a drug
raid is suing to recover
medical expenses and
lost wages.

By Andrew Barksdale
St weriter

The lawyver for an unarmed
man wiw was shol lasl year
during & drug raid ssys there
are  significant  discrepancies
hout what happened

The lawyer, Micheel Gold-
berg of Allanta, represents
Charles Alford, who was shol
hree times by Capl. LaRue
Windham of the Cumberiand
County Sheril"z Office.

Alford, who ks 46, has recov-
ered from his injuries. Wind-
bam was eleared of wrongdoing
and promoted to caplain last
SUMMET,

Alford filed & el suit against
Windham and SherilT Mouse Bui-
ler amd his department this year.
He secks $180000 in medieal
bills, $30,000 in lost wages and
punitive damages in en smounl
to be determined by & jury.

Lawyers in the case ook de-
positions this weel From all six

deputy sherilfs, including Wind-
hatn, who were parl of a spe-
cigl-response team involved in
the drug rald Feb. 27, 2003

Areording to the lawsuil, the
deputies used a batlering ram
to open the back door of 4 mo-
bile home at 312 Mmislry Lans.
They wore black uniforms and
masks and carried semi-aulo-
matic weapons and pistols. The
suit claims 0o weapons were
found at the residence,

Six other adults and two chil-
dren, who were 8 and 13, were
inside (he traiter at the time of
the raid. No one else was hurt,

The house i= off Lock's
Creek Chureh and Old Vander
roads east of Fayetteville.

According 1o sworh depasi-
thoms this week, Geldberg said,
the lirst two deputies who en-
tered the house testified thal
nobody inside was aeling eg-
gressively.

The lawsuit identifies those

two eificers as LU Chuek Park-
er and Deputy Paul Mead,

Sevonds laber, Windham en-
tered. He lestified in a deposi-
tion this week, Goldberg said,
{hat a woman jumped on his
back while Alford tried to prab
his pistel, Windham then fired
Iiis weapon.

The last three deputies Lesti-
fied they saw Alford on the fleor
with gunshol wounds Iying beside
g woman after they followed
Windham nside seeonds later,

The suit does nol identify the
olher three officers or the wom-

an.
Windhsm's lawyer, Reggie

Gillespie of Durham, did not re-

turn a phone call late Friday.

Officers’ statements

Ronnle Mitchell, who repre-
sonts Sherilf Butler, sad the of-
ficers' stalements laken the
night of the shooting do not dif-
fer from this week's deposi-
tions, He said there are some
minor [nconsistences in their
stories, bul thet is to be expect-
ed from a highly intense incl-
dent, such as this, that lasted
less than & minule.

The lawsuil was filed in
February in the US. District
Court’s Western Division. 1L

claims Butler failed to ade-
quately supervise and frain
Windham and Cailed to disel-
plive him after the shooling.
The sull says Alfords civil
rights were violated.

County  Attorney  Grainger
Barrell said the sheriff's inter-
ngl affair: department, L
State Bureau of Investigalion
and Hoke County Distriet Altor-
ney Kristy Newton reviewed
the case and determined Lhere
was no reason o ¢harge eny of
the officers in e raid.

Cumberland County District
Allorney Ed  Grannis asked
Mewton to review the case be-
causa of his long-standing rela-
tionships wilh those involved.

“We think that the testimony
of the fellow officers that went
inte  the residence m  this
higherisk search warrant rvaid
was consistent on all  main
points,” Barrett said

According to the lawsuil, Al-
ford was shot in the right arm,
left chest and righlt abdemen.
He is a long-distance (ruek driv-
er who somelimes stayed with
family in Fayelteville,

He was never charged.

His sister, Janet Alford, who
is 48, and her two children, Gary
and Lakina Allord, were charged

with trafficking in crack cocaiy
and have been sentenced to tin
m federal prison.

They were among the adul
inzide the trailer at the ime
the raid.

Mitehell said testimony |
all four Alfords was incons
tent, but he declined to elab
rate.

The Sheriff's Office w
working with the U5, Drug B
Foreement Adminisiration why
the raid occurred.

Goldberg said he i cq
eerned thal the mternal alTaj
department did not note the
ficers’ discrepancies in its
vestigalion, He is mvestigali
whether the SherifT's Olfice by
& pallern of wsing excessi
force,

Barrett said the departme
somedimes gets complaints
excessive force by people w
are arrested. “I's the nalure
the business,” e said.

Barreti said he was 1
aware of a single eompla
againsl the shorills specizl-s
sponse team that was ever
held by a court ar internal
vestigators.
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