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An Aspiring model will 
receive a $7.5 million settlement 
for a freeway crash that caused 
permanent scarring to her face, 
according to her attorney.

“Her injuries will prevent her 
from ever being a model,” said 
Joseph Fried of Fried rogers 
goldberg, who represents Kim-
berly love, now 29. He said she 
also suffered a permanent injury to 
her elbow, which was dragged on 
the pavement in the wreck. Fried 
handled her lawsuit with sean 
mc evoy, also of Fried rogers.

The defendant trucking company 
was represented by Kevin Branch 
of mcmickle, Kurey & Branch, 
mark Toth of Hall, Bloch, garland 
& meyer and marc Bardack of 
Freeman mathis & gary. Branch 
and Toth could not be reached. 

Bardack referred an inquiry to 
Branch and Toth as the counsel 
of record. He did say by email, “i 
came in late on behalf of an excess 
insurance carrier and negotiated a 
settlement with Joe.”

love’s profile page on the port-
folio website model mayhem says 

she had been appearing in fashion 
shows, hair shows and retail stores 
for a decade. That part of her life 
ended on dec. 1, 2012, with a crash 
on interstate 75 in Clayton County 
near her home, according to her 
lawsuit. Her Facebook page shows 
a recent photo bearing the scars.
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driving her 1999 Accura integra 
as she was nearing the ramp for 
i-285, she hit the back of a trac-
tor-trailer truck owned by Triple 
Crown services Co., according to 
the complaint. The driver, Kevin 
Jackson, had just dropped off his 
trailer following his shift and was 
headed home in the truck.

love was unconscious when 
police arrived, and she was initially 
charged with following too closely.

Further into the investigation, 
dUi charges were added on the 
basis of hospital blood tests that 
showed a serum alcohol level of 
.081, according to Fried. she had 
been out all night at a party with 
friends. After closing down one 
club, they moved to a restaurant for 
a late night breakfast. The crash 
happened at 5:15 a.m. as she head-
ed south from Atlanta to a friend’s 
home, Fried said.

But her lawsuit alleges the truck 
swerved in front of her, leaving her 
no time to react or avoid the col-
lision. “love’s car was forced into 
the pavement, causing it to lose 
control, flip onto its roof and trav-
el in that position for a significant 

distance, all with love in the car,” 
says the lawsuit, signed by Fried 
and attorney Bruce Hagen, who 
brought Fried rogers into the case.

Fried said the plaintiff’s team 
was able to turn around a challeng-
ing case with the help of accident 
reconstructionist Thomas lang-
ley. studying gouge marks in the 
freeway and both vehicles, lang-
ley concluded that love’s car was 
centered in the slow lane and hit 
the truck as it crossed in front of 
her from the faster lane, according 
to Fried.

All charges against love were 
eventually dropped, Fried said. 
The plaintiff’s team interviewed 
witnesses who said she did not 
seem impaired at the breakfast 

she had just left, and police offi-
cers who did not report any sign 
or smell of alcohol at the scene. 
plus, Fried said, the hospital tests 
would have been for medical pur-
poses and were not considered as 
accurate as police alcohol testing, 
which was not done.

The settlement agreement was 
reached after the plaintiff’s team 
made an offer of judgment with 
a January deadline for $7.99 mil-
lion, Fried said. if the offer had 
been turned down, it would have 
exposed the defense to the risk of 
paying interest and attorney fees 
from the time after the offer, if a 
jury had awarded 125 percent of 
that or more. Fried said he based 
the offer on his belief that the 
injury would be worth $10 million 
at trial.

The case is Love v. Jackson, no. 
2013CV02020-6.
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her injuries 
will prevent her 
from ever being 
a model. 
 —Joseph fried of  
 fried rogers Goldberg
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